organismis and cells in cultuire are dealt with in the next chapter. A major chapter on skin discusses the role of lysosomal damage in erythema, the difficulties and complexities of erythema as an end point, a surprisingly brief discussion of histological effects, and a discussion of immediate and delayed lbyperpigmentation reaction. Phototoxicity and photosensitivity are covered, but the section on adverse reactions consists mainly of a list of effects, with brief descriptions. Ageing and carcinogenic effects are similarly briefly presented. There is a fairly extensive chapter on the effects on the eye, and the book ends with chapters on uses for humans of UVA and safety measures.
C This is another example of the fashionable practice of producing "the book of the meeting". At whom exactly such a compilation is aimed is unclear.
It may be of interest to specialists in the area of Transfer Factor, but doubtless much of the useful data will be published elsewhere in more detail. Other readers wishing to update their knowledge of the area, will find the information presented in such a condensed form as to make it almost indigestible.
In the worthy pursuit of rapid publication there seems to have been almost no editorial interference. Unfortunately this has resulted in the production of a book from which, although one may gain an impression of the sort of work in progress, it is almost impossible to extract a balanced view of what is important or trivial in the field. Vol. I, wThich is lavishly prepared and presented, can be described as the key reviewr work in wAhich the authorities of the field describe and summarize the current data from their labs, whilst Vol. II contains the other no less important papers presented at the meeting in "camera ready" format. The twro volumes largely parallel each other being arranged in the same order.
What is, perhaps, missing is a counterview in which the sensitivity and selectivity of each marker is critically examined in blind series so that those not involved in inarker technology can assess their real usefulness in patient management and monitoring. The feel of the two volumes is that it is only in postoperative monitoring that the ectopic proteins are meaningful, since none of them is entirely cancer specific. The hope is always that further refinement in the understanding of the basic chemistry of these products may improve their diagnostic capacity.
These volumes provide the most thorough examination of this field that is vet available and certainly compare most favourably with other works that have recently appeared. Vol. I can be unreservedly recommended to all interested in the development of these assays. Vol. II is less attractive for general recommendation except to those actively involved in this field, although the data described in it may well come
